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V(A). Planned Program (Summary)

1. Name of the Planned Program
Program # 6

Community and Economic Vitality

Reporting on this Program

V(B). Program Knowledge Area(s)

1. Program Knowledge Areas and Percentage

KA
Code

Knowledge Area %1862
Extension

%1890
Extension

%1862
Research

%1890
Research

5%101 Appraisal of Soil Resources 0%
10%131 Alternative Uses of Land 25%

0%134 Outdoor Recreation 5%

12%602 Business Management, Finance, and
Taxation 5%

27%608 Community Resource Planning and
Development 45%

15%803
Sociological and Technological Change
Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

10%

31%805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social
Services 10%

Total 100%100%

V(C). Planned Program (Inputs)
1. Actual amount of FTE/SYs expended this Program

Cornell University

Year: 2014
1862 1862

Extension

1890

Research

1890

Plan 118.0 0.01.50.0

0.0 3.0 0.0121.0Actual Paid
Actual Volunteer 26066.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

NY State Agricultural Experiment Station

Year: 2014
1862 1862

Extension

1890

Research

1890

Plan 118.0 0.01.50.0
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0.0 0.0 0.00.0Actual Paid
Actual Volunteer 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

2.  Institution Name:Cornell University

Actual dollars expended in this Program (includes Carryover Funds from previous years)

ResearchExtension

Smith-Lever 3b & 3c 1890 Extension Hatch Evans-Allen

1890 Matching

1890 All Other

1862 Matching

1862 All Other

1890 Matching

1890 All Other

1862 Matching

1862 All Other

997427

997427

0 0

0

0 354619 0

526677 0

0 0

2.  Institution Name:NY State Agricultural Experiment Station

Actual dollars expended in this Program (includes Carryover Funds from previous years)

ResearchExtension

Smith-Lever 3b & 3c 1890 Extension Hatch Evans-Allen

1890 Matching

1890 All Other

1862 Matching

1862 All Other

1890 Matching

1890 All Other

1862 Matching

1862 All Other

0

0

0 0

0

0 0 0

0 0

0 0

V(D). Planned Program (Activity)
1.  Brief description of the Activity

This plan frames the programs aimed at empowering individuals and communities to make sound
decisions for the future through access to research, data and resources, best practices, university-based
resources and community education. 
 
Community emphases include community and economic development processes, community
sustainability and resiliency, agriculture and food systems development, land use and energy, emergency
preparedness and to some extent entrepreneurship and workforce development.  Cornell has a
commitment to New York citizens and local officials to build their capacities so they can solve problems
and build strong and vibrant communities. Agriculture and food systems development includes efforts that
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promote community farmland protection initiatives, promote local foods, supports agricultural
entrepreneurship, public issues education related to specific agriculture/community conflict. Our
educational programs support inter-municipal and regional collaborations, and new public-private
partnerships that spur innovative strategies to address complex community development issues. 
 
This plan also includes the Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV) Program.  Programs developed by MGVs
are managed by individual Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) and applied research associations and
are related to local needs, talents and interests.  Because the focus is very multidisciplinary it doesn't fit
neatly into one of the other planned programs, but instead is looked upon as a community vitality initiative.

2.  Brief description of the target audience

    •  Elected officials, community leaders, business and economic leaders, not-for-profit agencies, schools,
environmental groups, agribusiness leaders, etc.
    •  Retirees and other elders who have time to engage in community stewardship
    •  Engaged community citizens
    •  Communities as a whole: youth and adults organizations, businesses, schools, and other institutions
    •  Agriculture/horticulture/natural resource enterprise managers, community residents and visitors,
youth, local media, local officials, and local planning and economic development staff
    •  Workforce development specialists

3.  How was eXtension used?

Cornell Cooperative Extension supports and promotes eXtension communities of practice, the eXtension
public site and the professional development offered through eXtension.org.  Staff across the state are
encouraged to be involved in COPs, and the link to eXtension is promoted on the front page of the Cornell
Cooperative Extension public staff site. Currently 365 staff are registered active users of eXtension, 62 of
which are faculty members.
 
Examples of participation in COPs in this plan of work area include:

    •  Community Management Board
    •  Creating Healthy Communities
    •  Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
    •  EDEN Delegates
    •  Enhancing Rural Capacity
    •  Entrepreneurs and Their Communities
    •  Extension Master Gardener Coordinators
    •  Financial Security for All
    •  Gardens, Lawns & Landscapes
    •  Land Use Planning
    •  Managing in Tough Times
    •  Public Deliberation
    •  Well-Being of Vulnerable Populations
    •  Wildlife Damage Management
 

V(E). Planned Program (Outputs)

1.  Standard output measures
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Direct Contacts
Youth

Direct Contacts
Adults

Indirect Contacts
Adults

Indirect Contacts
Youth2014

376150 6247594 43436 721442Actual

2014
0

2.  Number of Patent Applications Submitted (Standard Research Output)
Patent Applications Submitted

Actual:
Year:

Patents listed

3.  Publications (Standard General Output Measure)

Number of Peer Reviewed Publications

Extension Research Total2014

0 16 0Actual

V(F). State Defined Outputs

Output Target

Output #1

● {No Data Entered}

Output Measure
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V(G). State Defined Outcomes

V. State Defined Outcomes Table of Content

O. No. OUTCOME NAME

(6.1f) number of communities who plan for and implement initiatives on community based
agricultural economic development, land use, energy, workforce development, business and
entrepreneurial development and assistance, non-profit sector development and/or other
elements of sustainable growth.

1

(6.1g) number of residents and/or community leaders, who plan for and initiate steps to
enhance facilities, and/or other community resources or services2

(6.1j) number of communities establishing an infrastructure and climate to support
entrepreneurs, local farms and agribusinesses attributable at least in part to initiatives of the
program.

3

(6.1k) number of communities documenting improvements in facilities and/or other
community resources or services.4

(6.2c) number of communities instituting new or enhanced participatory processes related to
economic development5

(6.2e) number of documented instances in which a community effectively resolves a need or
strengthens community assets attributable at least in part to participation in the program.6

(6.3c) number of communities and municipalities that address the connection between their
land base and possible energy scenarios7

(6.3d) number of sustainability initiatives adopted8

(6.3e) number of communities that incorporate energy use and development in their
comprehensive plans9

(6.4c) number of community leaders documented to apply community economic development
and quality of life indicators to support decision-making.10

(6.4d) of communities implementing projects that enhance community sustainability and/or
protect public health and community well-being through sound environmental management11

(6.5a) # of municipalities adopting land use planning tools that incorporate environmental
dimensions and/or develop new institutional arrangements to support land use planning and
environmental management.

12

(6.5b) # of communities adopting or updating farmland preservation and/or agricultural
economic development plans13

(6.6b) # of residents and/or community leaders, who plan for and initiate steps to enhance
public spaces14

(6.6c) # of new or enhanced community organizations or networks linking diverse sub-groups
and focused on enhancing community sustainability.15

(6.6d) # of communities documenting improvements in public spaces.16
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(6.7c) number of instances in which producers/ horticulture businesses/ natural resource
enterprises, residents and community leaders work together to address issues17

(6.7d) number of documented instances in which agriculture/community conflicts are resolved
locally.18

(6.8e) number of communities that assess how current policies and infrastructures sustain or
impede agriculture/ horticulture/natural resource enterprises (such as farmland protection or
including such enterprises in economic development planning) and how the enterprises are
affected by public policy.

19

(6.8f) number of communities that initiate specific plans to address agriculture/ horticulture/
natural resource enterprise related issues or capitalize on new opportunities including
community agriculture initiatives.

20

(6.8g) number of communities documented to adopt, maintain, or expand policies supportive
of appropriate agriculture/horticulture/ natural resource enterprise development and/or
community agriculture.

21

(6.9f) number of community residents practicing management tactics in residential
landscapes and homes that work to sustain or enhance a healthy community and
environment.

22

(6.9g) number of community residents with improved availability and access to fresh fruits
and vegetables.23

(6.9h) number of community education/demonstration food gardens established or
maintained24

DOUBLE UP FOOD BUCKS: INCREASES ACCESS TO HEALTHY, LOCAL FOODS25

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.1f) number of communities who plan for and implement initiatives on community based
agricultural economic development, land use, energy, workforce development, business and
entrepreneurial development and assistance, non-profit sector development and/or other elements
of sustainable growth.

Outcome #1

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Knowledge Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual
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2014 9600

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
602 Business Management, Finance, and Taxation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.1g) number of residents and/or community leaders, who plan for and initiate steps to enhance
facilities, and/or other community resources or services

Outcome #2

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Knowledge Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 5528

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done
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Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.1j) number of communities establishing an infrastructure and climate to support entrepreneurs,
local farms and agribusinesses attributable at least in part to initiatives of the program.

Outcome #3

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 775

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
602 Business Management, Finance, and Taxation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services
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1.  Outcome Measures

(6.1k) number of communities documenting improvements in facilities and/or other community
resources or services.

Outcome #4

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 204

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.2c) number of communities instituting new or enhanced participatory processes related to
economic development

Outcome #5

2.  Associated Institution Types
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● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 3

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.2e) number of documented instances in which a community effectively resolves a need or
strengthens community assets attributable at least in part to participation in the program.

Outcome #6

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Condition Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual
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2014 6

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.3c) number of communities and municipalities that address the connection between their land
base and possible energy scenarios

Outcome #7

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Knowledge Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
{No Data Entered}

What has been done
{No Data Entered}
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Results
{No Data Entered}

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
101 Appraisal of Soil Resources
131 Alternative Uses of Land
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.3d) number of sustainability initiatives adopted

Outcome #8

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
{No Data Entered}

What has been done
{No Data Entered}

Results
{No Data Entered}

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

06/30/2015 29Report Date  of12Page



2014 Cornell University Research and Extension and NY State Agricultural Experiment Station Research Combined Annual Report of
Accomplishments and Results - Community and Economic Vitality

KA Code Knowledge Area
131 Alternative Uses of Land
134 Outdoor Recreation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.3e) number of communities that incorporate energy use and development in their comprehensive
plans

Outcome #9

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
{No Data Entered}

What has been done
{No Data Entered}

Results
{No Data Entered}

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services
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1.  Outcome Measures

(6.4c) number of community leaders documented to apply community economic development and
quality of life indicators to support decision-making.

Outcome #10

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 29

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.4d) of communities implementing projects that enhance community sustainability and/or protect
public health and community well-being through sound environmental management

Outcome #11

2.  Associated Institution Types
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● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 12

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.5a) # of municipalities adopting land use planning tools that incorporate environmental
dimensions and/or develop new institutional arrangements to support land use planning and
environmental management.

Outcome #12

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure
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3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 8

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
131 Alternative Uses of Land
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.5b) # of communities adopting or updating farmland preservation and/or agricultural economic
development plans

Outcome #13

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement
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Issue (Who cares and Why)
{No Data Entered}

What has been done
{No Data Entered}

Results
{No Data Entered}

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
131 Alternative Uses of Land
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.6b) # of residents and/or community leaders, who plan for and initiate steps to enhance public
spaces

Outcome #14

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Knowledge Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 3977

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results
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4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
131 Alternative Uses of Land
134 Outdoor Recreation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.6c) # of new or enhanced community organizations or networks linking diverse sub-groups and
focused on enhancing community sustainability.

Outcome #15

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 13

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
131 Alternative Uses of Land
134 Outdoor Recreation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services
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1.  Outcome Measures

(6.6d) # of communities documenting improvements in public spaces.

Outcome #16

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
{No Data Entered}

What has been done
{No Data Entered}

Results
{No Data Entered}

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
131 Alternative Uses of Land
134 Outdoor Recreation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services
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1.  Outcome Measures

(6.7c) number of instances in which producers/ horticulture businesses/ natural resource
enterprises, residents and community leaders work together to address issues

Outcome #17

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 210

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
131 Alternative Uses of Land
602 Business Management, Finance, and Taxation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services
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1.  Outcome Measures

(6.7d) number of documented instances in which agriculture/community conflicts are resolved
locally.

Outcome #18

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
{No Data Entered}

What has been done
{No Data Entered}

Results
{No Data Entered}

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services
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1.  Outcome Measures

(6.8e) number of communities that assess how current policies and infrastructures sustain or
impede agriculture/ horticulture/natural resource enterprises (such as farmland protection or
including such enterprises in economic development planning) and how the enterprises are affected
by public policy.

Outcome #19

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 10

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services
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1.  Outcome Measures

(6.8f) number of communities that initiate specific plans to address agriculture/ horticulture/ natural
resource enterprise related issues or capitalize on new opportunities including community
agriculture initiatives.

Outcome #20

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 8

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
602 Business Management, Finance, and Taxation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.8g) number of communities documented to adopt, maintain, or expand policies supportive of
appropriate agriculture/horticulture/ natural resource enterprise development and/or community
agriculture.

Outcome #21
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2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 6

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
602 Business Management, Finance, and Taxation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.9f) number of community residents practicing management tactics in residential landscapes and
homes that work to sustain or enhance a healthy community and environment.

Outcome #22

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research
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3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Knowledge Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 17449

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
131 Alternative Uses of Land
134 Outdoor Recreation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.9g) number of community residents with improved availability and access to fresh fruits and
vegetables.

Outcome #23

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Condition Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual
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2014 6814

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
134 Outdoor Recreation

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

(6.9h) number of community education/demonstration food gardens established or maintained

Outcome #24

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension
● 1862 Research

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Condition Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 245

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)

What has been done

Results
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4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
131 Alternative Uses of Land
134 Outdoor Recreation
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

803 Sociological and Technological Change Affecting Individuals, Families, and
Communities

805 Community Institutions, Health, and Social Services

1.  Outcome Measures

DOUBLE UP FOOD BUCKS: INCREASES ACCESS TO HEALTHY, LOCAL FOODS

Outcome #25

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
The demand for fresh local food in Western New York (WNY) is matched by a need for it to be
affordable.  In 2013, approximately 16% of individuals and 21% of households in the region
received Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits.  Overall obesity rates in
WNY, which are particularly high in low-income communities, are higher than the state average,
with obesity ranging from 29% of the total adult population to a high of 68% of adult residents in
Buffalo.  Many communities have low or no access to grocery stores, and cities are filled with
areas designated as food deserts.  Contrary to the needs for fresh food, the eight-county region is
home to over 7,500 farms, 91% of which are small farms that utilize farmers markets as a
marketing and sales outlet.  And, while farmers markets are trending nationally as a sustainable
and equitable food system, less than .03% of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
dollars are spent in farmers markets.

What has been done
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Healthy food incentive programs at farmers markets have been gaining national momentum as a
means to grow the local economy, support community farmers and provide greater access of
healthy food to low-income families and individuals.  Given these successes, the Harvest NY
Team partnered with Field and Fork Network and Fair Food Network to develop Double Up Food
Bucks (DUFB) for WNY.    DUFB matches SNAP purchases of fresh fruits and vegetables at
participating farmers markets up to $20 per visit. DUFB aims to improve access to and
affordability of fresh fruits and vegetables for low-income consumers, increase business
opportunities and revenue for small and mid-size farmers selling through farmers markets and
inform federal food and agriculture policy in an effort to provide greater access of healthy foods to
SNAP recipients and support programs that benefit local farmers.

Results
The program launched in late June/early July in seven farmers markets located in designated
food deserts in Erie, Niagara and Chautauqua counties. These seven markets serve as business
outlets to over 175 farmers. Where this program is specifically designed to support fruit and
vegetable programs, the incentive increases the purchasing power of SNAP customers, enabling
them to spend their SNAP dollars on any SNAP eligible food item and their DUFB dollars on fruit
and vegetables. This ensures that all farmers who produce food products have the potential to
benefit from this program.
While new, program evaluation indicates that the following outcomes were realized: Over 3,100
Double Up Food Bucks transactions were processed, over 1,000 new SNAP customers came to
the market, total food assistance dollars increased 415% and total SNAP dollars spent increased
219%, 92% of customers increased consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables, 97% of
customers were very satisfied with the program, 86% of customers increased their trips to the
farmers market, 88% of customers used the program multiple times, 70% of farmers are making
more money, 62% of farmers reported having a new customer base.

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

V(H). Planned Program (External Factors)

External factors which affected outcomes
● Economy

● Public Policy changes

● Government Regulations

● Competing Public priorities

● Populations changes (immigration, new cultural groupings, etc.)

Brief Explanation

Communities operate in a complex and volatile context involving susceptibility to weather extremes,
changing governmental policies and regulations, land uses demands and shifting development
patterns, evolving consumer demands and globalization related economic factors. Weather related
disasters can greatly impact communities in terms of infrastructure damage and direct costs. The
global, statewide, and regional economies directly impact
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local economies. Fundamental change is occurring in the state and regional economies. The specific
implications of these external factors vary greatly by locale and across regions.
 

V(I). Planned Program (Evaluation Studies)

Evaluation Results

Evaluation Capacity Building:  Cornell Cooperative Extension has worked with the Cornell Office of
Research and Evaluation (CORE) to strengthen evaluation practice and build evaluation capacity.
CORE has developed a Protocol for evaluation that takes a systems approach, recognizing that
individual programs and their evaluations are part of larger program portfolios and are shaped by
needs and context at multiple levels of the Extension system. CORE has tested and refined this
Protocol in partnership with CCE programs since 2006. A key step in the Protocol is to develop
program models, in both familiar columnar form as logic models and in a visual form called pathway
models. These models form have helped focus evaluation efforts in Extension programs.
 
Beginning in 2013 and through 2014, CORE and CCE partnered to initiate program modeling and
evaluation planning at the level of the statewide Plans of Work. This effort contributed to the review of
near and midterm program outcomes and to the review and planning of several evaluation projects
currently underway.
 
The Protocol has been integrated into professional development in CCE, to promote consistent
approaches to evaluation of county-based, regional, and statewide programs.
 
Regional/Statewide documentation examples.  Many of our regional and statewide programs are
receiving federal capacity funds.  Documentation of outcomes is a requirement of funding.  Results
shape future program efforts and impact program design.   An example evaluation practice can be
found in the section below.
 
There is also a requirement for our local and regional programs to report on statewide
outcomes/indicators:  Program documentation results are aggregated in a statewide accountability
database that includes both qualitative and quantitative data for reporting and helping us to better
understand impacts. 

Key Items of Evaluation
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