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V(A). Planned Program (Summary)

1. Name of the Planned Program
Program # 3

Global Food Security and Hunger:  Food Accessibility

Reporting on this Program

V(B). Program Knowledge Area(s)

1. Program Knowledge Areas and Percentage

KA
Code

Knowledge Area %1862
Extension

%1890
Extension

%1862
Research

%1890
Research

205 Plant Management Systems 5%

601 Economics of Agricultural Production and
Farm Management 5%

602 Business Management, Finance, and
Taxation 5%

604 Marketing and Distribution Practices 15%
607 Consumer Economics 10%

608 Community Resource Planning and
Development 30%

703 Nutrition Education and Behavior 15%
704 Nutrition and Hunger in the Population 15%

Total 100%

V(C). Planned Program (Inputs)
1. Actual amount of FTE/SYs expended this Program

Year: 2014
1862 1862

Extension

1890

Research

1890

Plan 15.0 0.00.00.0

0.0 0.0 0.017.0Actual Paid
Actual Volunteer 39.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

2. Actual dollars expended in this Program (includes Carryover Funds from previous years)
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ResearchExtension

Smith-Lever 3b & 3c 1890 Extension Hatch Evans-Allen

1890 Matching

1890 All Other

1862 Matching

1862 All Other

1890 Matching

1890 All Other

1862 Matching

1862 All Other

757935

757935

0 0

0

0 0 0

0 0

0 0

V(D). Planned Program (Activity)
1.  Brief description of the Activity

University of Wisconsin research and extension collaboration among campus, county, tribal and regional
colleagues, partners and trained volunteers is providing timely research-based education and assistance
to improve food security by strengthening local food markets and systems, responding to growing
consumer demand for sustainably produced local foods, building community capacity to increase access
to healthy foods for vulnerable populations, and increasing household access to healthy foods for those in
need. Farmers' markets offer seasonal local produce, and opportunities to teach nutrition and encourage
healthier habits.
 
Increasing healthy local foods for SNAP participants: UW-Extension partnered with the Wisconsin
Department of Health Services to provide statewide coordination and education supporting communities
expanding access to healthy foods through farmers' markets for the 15% of low-income residents
participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Chronic disease is prevalent
among this population, 3 in 5 are overweight or obese and 1 in 10 has diabetes. A statewide network of 50
individuals internal and external to extension formed to expand SNAP participant access to farmers'
markets.
 
Mapping and improving community food security: Wisconsin's 11.6% of food insecure households masks
local variations in food hardship and risks for food insecurity. The Wisconsin Food Security Project was
developed collaboratively among UW-Extension Family Living Programs, UW-Madison School of Human
Ecology and Applied Population Laboratory, building on the Wisconsin Food Security Consortium
infrastructure framework. Eight workshops trained 150 individuals to use the web site. Trained community
planners and policy makers use the interactive data and mapping tool to assess a multitude of household
risk factors alongside local resources and supports to better grasp local food security infrastructure. They
identify community strengths and gaps, inform local assessments, develop program plans, educate
community members on food security, and access data for grant applications.

2.  Brief description of the target audience

The audience includes state, regional, tribal and national colleagues, other professionals and educational
partners, growers and grower associations, small-scale producers, producer associations, Midwest food
processors, 4-H youth and trained volunteer leaders, urban farmers, their employees and community
volunteers, gardeners and Master Gardener volunteers, community gardens and farmers' markets,
regional farmers' market associations, regional economic development initiatives, food coalitions and
cooperatives, hunger coalitions and task forces, food pantries and other community service providers,
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school boards, school food service directors, teachers and parents of school-age children, low-income
women with infants and young children, low-income older adults, local and tribal governments, planners
and policy makers, state and federal agency personnel, and others.
 
 

3.  How was eXtension used?

University of Wisconsin-Extension campus and county faculty and staff participate in various communities
of practice, engaging with colleagues around the country to improve the educational content of research-
based programs, community engagement projects and assistance delivered to residents across the state
and region. Extension colleagues are connected by email ListServ, blogs and online newsletters, and
shared resources such as teleconferences and webinars, eXtension Communities of Practice, and the
national Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN) to quickly address critical and emerging issues
such as responding to extreme weather. Interdisciplinary colleagues and other professionals in this
network include University of Wisconsin researchers on the Madison, Platteville, River Falls, Stevens Point
and Superior campuses, working with 3 tribes, and at 11 agricultural research stations.
 
V(E). Planned Program (Outputs)

1.  Standard output measures

Direct Contacts
Youth

Direct Contacts
Adults

Indirect Contacts
Adults

Indirect Contacts
Youth2014

102415 0 68343 0Actual

2014
0

2.  Number of Patent Applications Submitted (Standard Research Output)
Patent Applications Submitted

Actual:
Year:

Patents listed

3.  Publications (Standard General Output Measure)

Number of Peer Reviewed Publications

Extension Research Total2014

24 8 32Actual

V(F). State Defined Outputs

Output Target
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Output #1

● {No Data Entered}

Output Measure
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V(G). State Defined Outcomes

V. State Defined Outcomes Table of Content

O. No. OUTCOME NAME

Strengthen local food markets and systems.1

Increase household access to healthy foods for vulnerable populations2
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1.  Outcome Measures

Strengthen local food markets and systems.

Outcome #1

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Condition Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
Approximately 15% of the state's population participates in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) and chronic disease is prevalent among Wisconsin's low-income population.
Three in five low-income Wisconsinites are overweight or obese and one in ten has been
diagnosed with diabetes. Farmers' markets offer great opportunities to buy seasonal, local and
healthy produce, and provide opportunities to teach people about nutrition and encourage
healthier habits. In 2013, only 68 of 287 Wisconsin farmers' markets accepted payments from the
SNAP, accounting for approximately $216,000 sales. When placed alongside other states in the
Midwest Region, Wisconsin ranks fifth of six in SNAP redemptions at farmers' market and other
direct marketing farmers, leaving room for Wisconsin to grow farmers' market access to SNAP
users.

What has been done
UW-Extension partnered with the Wisconsin Department of Health Services to provide statewide
coordination and education for communities interested in expanding access to healthy foods
through farmers' markets for SNAP users.  The partnership resulted in the creation of a statewide
networking group encompassing over 50 individuals (internal and external to Extension)
dedicated to expanding SNAP participant access to farmers' market. Specific outputs of this group
include the creation of an infographic highlighting the current state of farmers' markets set up to
accept payments by SNAP in the state, interviews and press release articles shared with
traditional and social media, development of standardized evaluation tools to measure outcomes
of farmers' markets accepting SNAP payments (to be applied in 2015), creation of a resource blog
for communities interested in creating and  sustaining farmers' markets that accept SNAP
payments, including outreach and marketing manuals, and receipt of a 2014 Farmers' Market
Promotion Program Grant.
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Results
At the time of writing, the infographic was downloaded 546 times in 2014. Generally, statewide
education and coordination efforts supported an increase in farmers' markets and direct marketing
farmers accepting SNAP benefits in 2014. In 2014, 116 farmers' markets and direct marketing
farmers' accepted SNAP payments accounting for $249,282 in SNAP redemptions, a 46%
increase from 2012. Data received from educators in 7 counties indicate that through support to
their local farmers' markets: 3 markets newly implemented electronic benefits transfer machines;
9 markets expanded access to SNAP participants through outreach efforts; 7 markets secured
funding to support food product incentive programs for SNAP and/or WIC or Senior Farmers'
Market Nutrition Programs; $117,650 of grant or private dollars were received or resources
leveraged to support electronic benefits transfers programs, including fruit and vegetable
incentive programs; and 10 markets increased EBT program evaluation capacity.

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
607 Consumer Economics
703 Nutrition Education and Behavior
704 Nutrition and Hunger in the Population

1.  Outcome Measures

Increase household access to healthy foods for vulnerable populations

Outcome #2

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Condition Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
The rate of food insecure households in Wisconsin (11.6%) fares better than the nation as a
whole (14.6%) and yet masks considerable intrastate variation in food hardship and risks for food
insecurity. In absence of sub-state estimates of food security, communities are left to assess a
multitude of household risk factors alongside local resources and supports to better grasp the
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local food security infrastructure.

What has been done
To assist local planners and policy makers in assessing food security in their communities, an
interactive data and mapping tool, The Wisconsin Food Security Project
(www.foodsecurity.wisc.edu) was developed collaboratively between the UW-Extension
Cooperative Extension Family Living Programs, UW-Madison School of Human Ecology, and
UW-Madison Applied Population Laboratory. A framework developed by the Wisconsin Food
Security Consortium was used to conceptualize relevant dimensions of the local food security
infrastructure including economic security, extent of federal nutrition programs, emergency food,
and the retail food environment.  Secondary data were gathered to characterize these
dimensions, as well as health outcomes, at the sub-state level.  Food-related resources (food
retailers accepting SNAP, food pantries, farmers markets, schools offering breakfast, etc.) were
identified and geocoded.  A cutting-edge interactive mapping and charting data portal was
developed.  Trainings on the use of the site occurred 2013-2014.

Results
At the time of writing, the site received nearly 8,000 unique visitors in 2014 accounting for 18,000
visits. Eight interactive workshops reaching approximately 150 individuals were conducted to
introduce and train on the use of the site. Post-workshop evaluation results overwhelmingly
indicate that participants agree or strongly agree that they achieved an understanding of food
security trends and patterns in Wisconsin and understand how to use the site to explore and/or
inform their own programming interests. Feedback received from participants suggests that users
of the Wisconsin Food Security Project utilized the site to identify community strengths and gaps
with regards to food security, inform local community assessments, develop program plans, and
educate community members on food security, and access data to include in grant applications.
As an example, Second Harvest Foodbank of Southern Wisconsin utilized the data on the site to
conduct their child hunger needs and resources assessment for the 16 Wisconsin counties
reached by their Foodbank. The results of this assessment guided the child hunger strategies
outlined in their latest 3-year strategic plan.

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
608 Community Resource Planning and Development
703 Nutrition Education and Behavior
704 Nutrition and Hunger in the Population
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V(H). Planned Program (External Factors)

External factors which affected outcomes
● Natural Disasters (drought, weather extremes, etc.)

● Economy

● Appropriations changes

● Public Policy changes

● Competing Public priorities

● Populations changes (immigration, new cultural groupings, etc.)

● Other (Database development)

Brief Explanation

Database development: University of Wisconsin-Extension is in the process of replacing the legacy
planning and reporting database, which was closed in 2012. For this report, the 2014 direct contacts
for adults reported are the 4-year average of past performance of relevant statewide teams in 2008-
2011. Program participation is in alignment with previous years.
 
The 2014 trained volunteers participating and direct contacts for youth reported are from the 2013-14
ES-237 form.

V(I). Planned Program (Evaluation Studies)

Evaluation Results

In 2014, 116 farmers' markets and direct marketing farmers' accepted SNAP payments accounting
for $249,282 in SNAP redemptions, a 46% increase from 2012. Data received from educators in 7
counties indicate that through support to their local farmers' markets: 3 markets newly implemented
electronic benefits transfer machines; 9 markets expanded access to SNAP participants through
outreach efforts; 7 markets secured funding to support food product incentive programs for SNAP
and/or WIC or Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Programs; $117,650 of grant or private dollars were
received or resources leveraged to support electronic benefits transfers programs, including fruit and
vegetable incentive programs; and 10 markets increased EBT program evaluation capacity.

Key Items of Evaluation
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