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V(A). Planned Program (Summary)

1. Name of the Planned Program
Program # 1

Global Food Security Food Availability:  Crops and Agronomic Plants

Reporting on this Program

V(B). Program Knowledge Area(s)

1. Program Knowledge Areas and Percentage

KA
Code

Knowledge Area %1862
Extension

%1890
Extension

%1862
Research

%1890
Research

102 Soil, Plant, Water, Nutrient Relationships 20%
133 Pollution Prevention and Mitigation 10%
202 Plant Genetic Resources 5%

203 Plant Biological Efficiency and Abiotic
Stresses Affecting Plants 5%

205 Plant Management Systems 10%
216 Integrated Pest Management Systems 20%

601 Economics of Agricultural Production and
Farm Management 25%

608 Community Resource Planning and
Development 5%

Total 100%

V(C). Planned Program (Inputs)
1. Actual amount of FTE/SYs expended this Program

Year: 2014
1862 1862

Extension

1890

Research

1890

Plan 23.0 0.00.00.0

0.0 0.0 0.028.3Actual Paid
Actual Volunteer 314.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

2. Actual dollars expended in this Program (includes Carryover Funds from previous years)
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ResearchExtension

Smith-Lever 3b & 3c 1890 Extension Hatch Evans-Allen

1890 Matching

1890 All Other

1862 Matching

1862 All Other

1890 Matching

1890 All Other

1862 Matching

1862 All Other

1376426

1376426

0 0

0

0 0 0

0 0

0 0

V(D). Planned Program (Activity)
1.  Brief description of the Activity

University of Wisconsin-Extension and UW Agricultural Experiment Station collaboration among campus,
county, tribal and regional colleagues and other agricultural professionals, trained farmers, farm lenders
and other advisers, agricultural input suppliers and service providers, volunteers and other educational
partners is providing timely research-based education and assistance to improve food availability. By
enhancing economic and environmental sustainability of agribusinesses, about 15% of rented farmland
acres are under written lease agreements created by farm operators or landowners who have used UW-
Extension farmland rental rate factsheets, keeping cropland productive. With the USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA), integrated campus specialists and more than 30 trained county extension educators acted
quickly to provide education on 2014 Farm Bill Title 1 programs -- Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price
Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC).
 
Creating written lease agreements: While renting cropland is an important Corn Belt transaction, most
leases are verbal -- creating legal problems when disputes arise. Farmers who carefully budget their input
costs to formulate rental rates help ensure that their farm businesses remain economically sustainable.
Other benefits include ensuring fair rental rates, productive cropland, regulatory compliance, and more
harmony among neighbors by easing tension between competing farm operators and improving landowner
and tenant relations. Integrated campus specialists supporting this work help update the multistate
resource and train colleagues to teach the curricula: http://www.aglease101.org
 
Improving commodity price and risk management: A 2014 Farm Bill safety net requires those growing
farm commodities to choose between price and revenue-driven program options administered by FSA.
They can reallocate their base program acres and update payment yields, but must do so by the end of
March. Around 100 regional workshops plus individual consultations were held in 2014 and planned
through March 2015.
2.  Brief description of the target audience

Building regional capacity among agricultural professionals and service providers: Simply counting
educational contacts does not capture the extent of a program's reach. For example, the 1,650 agricultural
professionals who attended the 2014 Wisconsin Crop Management Conference from Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and Michigan produce a large multiplier effect as Wisconsin extension
research-based recommendations and new Farm Bill Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage
(ARC/PLC) education and resources ultimately reach an increasing portion of the Great Lakes Region
crop production sector including farmers.
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Expanding access to marginalized and vulnerable populations: A special effort was made to engage
American Indian producers and growers with direct Farm Bill Title 1 education programming, led by the
Wisconsin state Farm Service Agency (FSA) tribal liaison and Joanie Buckley with the Oneida Nation.
Working with FSA, three core trained University of Wisconsin-Extension county educators engaged around
10 representatives of both the Ho Chunk Tribe and Oneida Nation with Agriculture Risk Coverage and
Price Loss Coverage direct education.
 
Building relationships with the state Farm Service Agency and local FSA offices fosters the ground work
for future collaborative trainings. Engaging local farm lenders and other advisers further allows extension
to become a more integral part of the team approach to agriculture production and commodity price and
risk management found throughout successful farming operations. Partnerships with input suppliers and
farm service industries also lead to sponsorship of educational events and help offset costs.

3.  How was eXtension used?

University of Wisconsin-Extension campus and county faculty and staff participate in various communities
of practice, engaging with colleagues around the country to improve the educational content of research-
based programs and assistance delivered to residents across the state and region. Extension colleagues
are connected by email ListServ, blogs and online newsletters, and shared resources such as
teleconferences and webinars, eXtension Communities of Practice, and the national Extension Disaster
Education Network (EDEN) to quickly address critical and emerging issues such as responding to extreme
weather. Interdisciplinary colleagues and other professionals in this network include University of
Wisconsin researchers on the Madison, Platteville, River Falls and Stevens Point campuses, working with
3 tribes, and at 11 agricultural research stations.

V(E). Planned Program (Outputs)

1.  Standard output measures

Direct Contacts
Youth

Direct Contacts
Adults

Indirect Contacts
Adults

Indirect Contacts
Youth2014

54861 0 9622 0Actual

2014
0

2.  Number of Patent Applications Submitted (Standard Research Output)
Patent Applications Submitted

Actual:
Year:

Patents listed

3.  Publications (Standard General Output Measure)

Number of Peer Reviewed Publications

Extension Research Total2014
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10 30 40Actual

V(F). State Defined Outputs

Output Target

Output #1

● {No Data Entered}

Output Measure
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V(G). State Defined Outcomes

V. State Defined Outcomes Table of Content

O. No. OUTCOME NAME

Manage and minimize the loss due to plant pests and/or diseases.1

Enhance the economic and environmental sustainability of agribusiness.2

Build the capacity of the agriculture service and support industry.3

Innovations and increased efficiencies in production.4
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1.  Outcome Measures

Manage and minimize the loss due to plant pests and/or diseases.

Outcome #1

Not Reporting on this Outcome Measure

1.  Outcome Measures

Enhance the economic and environmental sustainability of agribusiness.

Outcome #2

2.  Associated Institution Types

● 1862 Extension

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
In many corn belt states, more than half of the cropland is rented. Renting cropland is an
important transaction for both landowners and farmers providing needed income for rural elderly
owners living on fixed incomes, yet a major expense for farmers without any assurance of return
on their investment due to variables such as weather, market price and competition for farmland.
As a result, landowners and farmers are constantly asking their county extension offices: "What is
cropland renting for in my area?". Most farmland leases have been verbal, creating legal
problems when disputes arise. High land values, commodity prices and input cost volatility that
increase tension between landowners and farm operators have also renewed interest in
negotiating equitable leasing arrangements and getting those agreements in writing.

What has been done
USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts a cropland rental rate survey
and provides county averages each year published in popular farmland rental rate factsheets
distributed by University of Wisconsin-Extension offices and shared with county agency staff,
agricultural professionals and in farm consultations via phone, email, web site download or in
person. Dunn, Pierce and St. Croix County extension educators wanted to know: Are people
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using the factsheet, how are they using it, if they are not using it, why? Sharing an intern and
working with the UW-River Falls Survey Research Center, a survey evaluation tool was created,
2,183 evaluations were mailed, reminder postcards followed, and 453 responses were received
(21% response rate).

Supporting this work, extension farm management specialist Arlin Brannstrom and farm law
specialist Phil Harris conducted a statewide land rental webinar at more than 20 sites reaching
200 participants during 2014. They serve on the Ag Lease 101 Team of the North Central Farm
Management Extension Committee updating the multistate resource web site, and training
colleagues and other professionals to teach the curricula. In 2014, the new web site received
more than 49,000 page views from more than 13,000 people at: http://www.aglease101.org

Results
Creating written lease agreements: Nearly 70% of the 453 respondents had used the UW-
Extension farmland rental rate factsheet in the past 3 years, reporting 43,580 acres as rental land.
According to 2012 USDA Census of Agriculture data, 281,304 acres were identified as rented
farmland in Dunn, Pierce and St. Croix counties. Results indicate that about 15% of these total
rented farmland acres are under written lease agreements created by farm operators or
landowners who have used the farmland rental rate factsheets. Farmers who carefully budget
their input costs to formulate rental rates help ensure that their farm businesses remain
economically sustainable. Other benefits include ensuring fair rental rates, productive cropland,
regulatory compliance, and more harmony among neighbors by easing tension between
competing farm operators and improving landowner and tenant relations.

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
601 Economics of Agricultural Production and Farm Management
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

1.  Outcome Measures

Build the capacity of the agriculture service and support industry.

Outcome #3

Not Reporting on this Outcome Measure

1.  Outcome Measures

Innovations and increased efficiencies in production.

Outcome #4

2.  Associated Institution Types
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● 1862 Extension

3a.  Outcome Type:

Change in Action Outcome Measure

3b.  Quantitative Outcome

Year Actual

2014 0

3c.  Qualitative Outcome or Impact Statement

Issue (Who cares and Why)
Wisconsin agriculture is an $88.3 billion industry and provides 413,500 jobs (Deller, 2014:
http://wp.aae.wisc.edu/wfp/contribution-of-agriculture-to-the-wisconsin-economy). The 2014 Farm
Bill authorized a new safety net for those growing farm commodities, known as Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) combining provisions of support programs
previously delivered by the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). Direct payments are no longer
made. Farmers must now choose between these price and revenue driven program options
administered by FSA. They can reallocate their base program acres and update payment yields,
but must do so by the end of March 2015. These changes required immediate extensive training
for farmers and their advisers because decisions made this winter are irrevocable-they stay with
the farm for the duration of this 5-year Farm Bill and cannot be changed.

What has been done
Working with FSA, University of Wisconsin-Extension and the UW-Madison College of Agricultural
and Life Sciences are providing education on 2014 Farm Bill Title 1 programs - Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage (ARC/PLC). Though UW-Extension is not involved with
administering these programs, county agriculture educators elected to provide educational
support to assist farm owners and operators with analysis and options. Integrated campus
specialists participated in national train-the-trainer meetings, developed decision-making software
tools, delivered 12 webinars, trained a core of 10 county educators, and presented at major
conferences including the Wisconsin Crop Management Conference reaching 1,650 Great Lakes
agricultural professionals. As regional Title 1 program educational delivery specialists, trained
county extension educators worked with coordinator Jenny Vanderlin and the state FSA public
affairs/outreach coordinator to quickly plan, implement, promote, teach and evaluate ARC/PLC
education programs and support for farmers and their advisers, American Indian tribes, input
suppliers, service providers, FSA staff and other county extension educators statewide.

Results
Improving commodity price and risk management: Around 100 regional workshops plus individual
consultations were held in 2014 and planned through March 2015. Evaluations show that more
than 1,500 farm owners and operators attending Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss
Coverage workshops in December increased their knowledge of ARC/PLC programs and options.
For example, of 75 Pierce and St. Croix County producers farming more than 14,000 acres of
cropland, 90% reported they plan to update payment yields and adjust base acres following their
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training. Trained producers also gained greater confidence in UW-Extension as a whole,
increasing calls and emails with specific questions. Working with FSA, three core trained county
extension educators engaged around 10 representatives of both the Ho Chunk Tribe and Oneida
Nation with Farm Bill ARC/PLC direct education. Full evaluation of program impact will be
determined after all educational programs are delivered in 2015.

4. Associated Knowledge Areas

KA Code Knowledge Area
601 Economics of Agricultural Production and Farm Management
608 Community Resource Planning and Development

V(H). Planned Program (External Factors)

External factors which affected outcomes
● Natural Disasters (drought, weather extremes, etc.)

● Economy

● Appropriations changes

● Public Policy changes

● Government Regulations

● Competing Public priorities

● Populations changes (immigration, new cultural groupings, etc.)

● Other (Database development)

Brief Explanation

Database development: University of Wisconsin-Extension is in the process of replacing the legacy
planning and reporting database, which was closed in 2012. For this report, the 2014 direct contacts
for adults reported are the 4-year average of past performance of relevant statewide teams in 2008-
2011. Program participation is in alignment with previous years.
 
The 2014 trained volunteers participating and direct contacts for youth reported are from the 2013-14
ES-237 form.

V(I). Planned Program (Evaluation Studies)

Evaluation Results

According to 2012 USDA Census of Agriculture data, 281,304 acres were identified as rented
farmland in Dunn, Pierce and St. Croix counties. Results indicate that about 15% of these total rented
farmland acres are under written lease agreements created by farm operators or landowners who
have used the farmland rental rate factsheets. Farmers who carefully budget their input costs to
formulate rental rates help ensure that their farm businesses remain economically sustainable. Other
benefits include ensuring fair rental rates, productive cropland, regulatory compliance, and more
harmony among neighbors by easing tension between competing farm operators and improving
landowner and tenant relations.
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Key Items of Evaluation
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